
President’s Message 

April 2021 

BEAUTIFUL!  Isn’t it just perfect right now?  I think winter is finally gone…. blown 
away by some of the wind we’ve had.  
  

President’s Cup: 
President’s Cup was held this week.  This is one of our two major 
tournaments.  We had 45 ladies compete in this Low Net game.  It was 
exciting!  The weather was pretty good and I think everyone enjoyed 
themselves.  It was especially nice to be able to gather on the event patio 
afterwards.  Many enjoyed a beverage and lunch while getting to see people they 
haven’t seen in a while.  
  
Our sponsor for this event was Long Realty.  A big thank you to them!  We were 
able to increase the payouts as a result of their generous contribution.  The 
Battery Guy sponsored a Hole in One event that became two events.  Players had 
an opportunity to win a really slick new cart on #2 and a Smart Flat Screen TV on 
#14.  Unfortunately, no one managed a hole in one that day.  Everyone received a 
voucher good for two dozen golf balls and a $10 gift card to Vans as well.  
  
After the first day, Judy Callahan had a net 67 and Susan Ness a net 68.  At the 
end of the second day they were TIED!  Judy and Susan went back out to hole #1 
for a sudden death playoff.  Judy managed to edge out Susan by one stroke and 
claimed the title to win President’s Cup and a $75 gift card.  Fantastic job 
ladies!  You were both amazing!  Congratulations Judy Callahan—winner 
President’s Cup 2021! 
  
There were many other winners as well.  We had Closest to the Pin both days on 
two holes.  Winners were: 
Closest to the Pin on #5 - Marge Rodgers and Deb Lawson—day one and Susan 
Pharr, Kay Johnson, Carol Mihal, Barb Simms and Susan Ness—day two 

Closest to the Pin on #12 - Beth Wittmann and Janice Mihora—day one and 
Jeanne Osterlund—day two 
  
  



Flight winners were: 
First Flight: 
  
1st  Barb Simms   $45 

2nd Carol Mihal    $35 

3rd Trisha Kelly   $25 

4th Jean Cheszek $15 
  
Second Flight:  
  
1st Sterlyn Robertson $45 

2nd Shirley Purcell $35 

3rd Beth Wittmann $25 

4th Janice Mihora $15 
  
Third Flight: 
  
1st Linda Sherfy $45 

2nd Marge Rodgers $35 

3rd Marci Whitehead $25 

4th Toni Graves $15 
  
Fourth Flight: 
  
1st Marlyce Mycka $45 

2nd Jeanne Osterlund $35 

3rd Pilar Borm $25 

T4th Bev Redfield and Susan Pharr $7.50 each 
  
Fifth Flight: 
  
1st Susan Ness $45 

2nd Cheri Alfrey $35 

3rd Nancy Galant $25 

4th Diane Taylor $15 
  
Sixth Flight: 
  
1st Linda Chonle $45 

2nd Stephanie Gaskill $35 



3rd Kate Thomsen $25 

4th Mary Anderson $15 
  

Ringers:  
This is a side game where a player’s best net score is tracked by hole.  The 
winners are flighted and win $10 each.  Congratulations to the winners for this 
quarter: 
 
First Flight - Karen Jordan   -17 

Second Flight - Marlyce Mycka  -20 

Third Flight - Nancy Willcoxon -19 

Fourth Flight - Nancy Galant   -21 

Fifth Flight - Stephanie Gaskill -19 

Ladies, you may pick up your gift cards in the treasure box in the Pro Shop 
tomorrow after 8. 
  

New Members: 
Please welcome our new members in March!  Cathy Steel recently moved here 
from Menifee, CA.  It’s a small town in southern CA.  She was surprised I knew 
where it was but my husband taught high school there for six years.  Small world! 
In addition, Trish Minard joined us this month.  Also, rejoining us is Donna 
Lura.  Donna has been a SBR resident for a few years but has just decided to begin 
playing with us again.  Welcome back!  
  

Greens Committee Meeting Summary  (drumroll please): 
There is a LOT happening right now!  The Greens Committee communications 
sub-committee is sending out information but it never hurts to get it twice.  This is 
quite a bit more detailed since you are all involved golfers.  
  
John Whitmeyer was introduced as the Superintendent who will oversee all SBR 
maintenance activities over the next few months.  This includes, but is not limited 
to replacement of the greens, implementing the drainage improvement project 
and improving the fairways.  John has over twenty years of experience in golf 
course maintenance, including greens replacement.  He is awesome and we are 
lucky to have his expertise. 
  
  



Greens Project: 

 Spraying the current greens to kill the existing grass is scheduled to begin on 
Tuesday, April 4 after League Play, assuming reasonably calm 
conditions.  The last tee time is 12:45. No golfers will be allowed on the 
course anywhere near the areas being sprayed and the course will be closed 
for the remainder of the day. 

 Wednesday, April 5 is back-up day in case the weather doesn't cooperate, or 
the spraying takes longer than one afternoon.  If spraying is not needed on 
April 5, those tee times will be released the morning of April 5. 

 A second round of spraying will occur on Monday, April 19 (with 4/21 the 
back-up date).  A third round may be done in late April, if needed.  
 Basically, for the month of April tee times on Mondays will end at 12:45 and 
will not be booked for Wednesdays.  IF SPRAYING IS COMPLETE AND THE 
COURSE MAY BE UTILIZED, TEE TIMES WILL BE AVAILABLE ON A FIRST COME 
BASIS.  CHECK CHELSEA ON THOSE DAYS FOR AVAILABILITY. 
Tee times will be available Thursday through Sunday as usual. 

 The putting green and chipping green will also be sprayed as those greens 
are being redone as part of the project.  Watch for closures on the same 
days.  No one will be allowed near those areas for 12 hours so portions of 
the parking lot may be blocked off as well. 

 The construction contractor crew is scheduled to arrive on April 12 to begin 
work on drainage and tee boxes. 

 Depending on weather, the greens are scheduled to be stripped starting on 
May 1. 

 Temporary greens will be marked as Ground Under Repair until May 1 in 
order to get them into as good a condition as possible by then. 

 Fairways will re-contoured to their original shapes. 
 Some greens will be modified slightly (1-2 inches max) to remedy 

slope/drainage challenges.   
 The new greens are scheduled to open for play mid to late 

September depending on weather. 
 Control of Poa Annua was discussed.  John Whitmeyer stated that there 

must be an ongoing maintenance program to control Poa. The first year our 
new greens will be most vulnerable to it.  The new superintendent must 
carefully watch and manage it.  Mark G stated that he is committed to such 
a program. 



 The new greens will not be over-seeded this year.   to allow the health of 
the Bermudagrass to further improve. 

 John has had the time to dig under some of the fairways - but not all, to 
evaluate the still-dormant Bermudagrass.  He reports that he is optimistic 
about what he sees, specifically on the fairways that were not over-seeded. 
He believes that our fairways can be brought back to prior good 
quality.   His plans are consistent with the recommendations of a USGA 
Agronomist, and include topdressing fairways with 1" to 1.5" of sand this 
summer, plus aerating.  John's recommendation is that sand depth beneath 
the surface ultimately totals at least four inches. Mark stated that a Fairway 
Improvement Plan will be formalized within the next two weeks. 

  
Other Maintenance Projects: 

 The same construction company will address drainage issues throughout 
the course. 

 SBR crews will be working on the fairways and rough.  Fairways will be 
punched and top dressed throughout the summer to achieve the goal of 
increasing by 1" to 1.5" of sand.  

 The roughs will be aggressively punched and treated as well.  Sod will be 
laid as deemed appropriate. 

 #16 Tee Box:  Due to the homes on the right side getting an inordinate 
number of golf ball hits, the plan is to move the Rust tee box to the right of 
the cart path, remove the "brow" between the tee box and fairway to 
improve golfers’ sightlines, and plant trees just ahead of the tee box on the 
right.   A temporary additional tee box to left of the Pine tee box will be 
established to see if this reduces the number of houses being struck by 
golfers. 

  
Effects on golfers: 

 There will be disruption on the course all summer to allow for these 
extensive maintenance projects. 

 Tees will be mowed only 2 x per week. 
 Bunkers may not be groomed daily. 



 The new greens will not be overseeded this year.  The full planned closure 
for overseeding MAY not be required depending on if the fairways are 
healthy enough to allow for acceptable play during dormancy without 
overseeding.  This is TBD as the summer progresses. 

 Golfers with an Annual Pass will receive a refund of approximately 
$1,100.  This is a refund, not a credit.   Checks will be mailed around the 
first of May.  Annual Passes will be suspended from May 1 until the new 
greens are opened.  During that time, golfers will be charged at the 
following rates:  $10 per round for Annuals, $15 per round for Residents 
and $20 per round for outside play.  The Annual Program will restart when 
the new greens open for play. 

 There will be no change or refunds to holders of Play Cards. 
 Reciprocal play:  Tucson National will allow play between May and 

September for $50 per round.  HOA2 will allow tee times to be reserved 
five days in advance at the Resident Rate, plus a $10 cart fee.  Robson 
Ranch will allow SBR play on Saturdays after 10 a.m. at the Resident Rate 
with no cart fee.  Negotiations are still underway with other courses. 

  
Other: 

 Over the past month the maintenance staff has been expanded from six to 
eighteen full-time employees. 

 Mark G is interviewing candidates to replace Chris Blake.  He has three that 
show good potential at this time. 

 The Personal Golf Vehicle Policy created by the Greens Committee has 
been formally approved by Robson.  Residents may now ride PGVs 
that conform to the policy on our course.  The draft version of the policy 
that was approved this morning is attached for reference. 

  
Summer Plans: 
  
I am working with the President at Mountain View Preserve to come up with a 
way could join their league a few times during the summer.  More details to 
follow.  
  



In the meantime, we plan to continue to play games and have payouts 
throughout the summer.  Susan has some plans to make it especially fun I 
think.  We will “play it by ear” because I’m sure lots of us will be traveling this 
summer to make up for staying home last year.  
  
This was a LONG message.  I will attach it as a document too since formatting 
doesn’t always come through in GG emails.  I will keep you informed as I learn 
more about the major projects this summer. 
 
In the meantime, enjoy our beautiful weather and play some golf! 
  
Stay well, 
Jeanne 
 


